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There is some light at the end of the 
tunnel. 

When I was at a GM plant in Defi-
ance, they are beginning to hire people 
to build the engine for the Cruise. The 
Cruise will be assembled in 
Lorantville, OH. They are hiring 1,100 
people on the third shift. That was a 
decision President Obama made at the 
urging of many of us in the Senate— 
Senator CASEY, Governor Strikland in 
Ohio, many others—to enforce U.S. 
trade laws on oil country tubular steel 
which we use for piping for oil and gas 
lines—oil and gas drilling. That com-
pany in Youngstown, V&M Star Steel, 
is hiring 400 people and probably more 
in the future. 

We are hearing some pieces of good 
news. That doesn’t mean anyone 
thinks this recession is over. It does 
not mean there is yet that much good 
news. It means people are still strug-
gling and it shows how important it is 
to do what we did today. In spite of 34 
Republicans opposed to the bill, we 
were able to get 4 Republican votes. I 
applaud the four of them: the newest 
Senator here, Senator BROWN from 
Massachusetts; Senators COLLINS and 
SNOWE from Maine, the neighboring 
State of the Presiding Officer; and Sen-
ator VOINOVICH, the senior Senator 
from my State—Senator VOINOVICH, 
who is retiring at the end of the year. 
They all voted to move forward on un-
employment compensation. 

It is too bad that Senator COBURN 
and Senator BUNNING, day after day, 
tried to block the extension of unem-
ployment. It looks as though we are 
going to be able to move forward now. 

There seems to be some misunder-
standing about what unemployment is. 
It is not called unemployment welfare, 
it is called unemployment insurance. 
That means all of us who are lucky 
enough, in this economy we have been 
in in the last couple or 3 years, to have 
jobs, all pay into an unemployment 
fund, we pay into an insurance fund. If 
we lose our jobs, the money we have 
paid in as insurance, we get assistance. 
Many people never receive unemploy-
ment insurance, just as some people 
don’t use their health insurance if they 
are healthy. But those who are sick 
sometimes get more money out of their 
health insurance than they put in. 
Some people put into unemployment 
insurance, get more out if they lose 
their jobs and they are unemployed for 
a long time. That is why this bill is so 
important, because it is unemployment 
insurance. 

That means if people lose their jobs, 
they should get some help. It is the 
right thing to do morally. It is also the 
right thing to do for the economy be-
cause if people are getting unemploy-
ment insurance, they are spending that 
money in Zanesville at the local drug-
store, they are spending that money in 
Cambridge at the local grocery store, 
in Springfield and Xenia, OH, to buy 
books and to buy clothes for their kids 
for school. So unemployment insurance 
gives the economy a bump and some 

help and some stimulus. It goes back 
into the economy quicker than any-
thing else government can do—unem-
ployment insurance. That is the other 
reason it is important. 

Then I heard my colleagues say we 
are for unemployment insurance exten-
sion and we are for helping with 
COBRA, the health care subsidy, so 
people can stay in their health care 
plan after they have lost their job and 
get some assistance from the govern-
ment to do that because it is expensive. 
My colleagues say we want—we are OK 
with that, we think it is all right, but 
we have to pay for it. 

There are certain emergency situa-
tions over the years that government 
has made a decision that you need to 
respond to quickly. You don’t have to 
cut spending somewhere else or in-
crease taxes to pay for it. 

That is what I hear my colleagues 
say, but they never talk about how, 
when they voted for tax cuts for the 
richest Americans, that was added to 
the budget deficit. So a few rich people 
got huge tax cuts and my kids and 
grandchildren pay for it. They don’t 
mention that. 

They don’t mention this war in Iraq 
which they enthusiastically supported, 
costing us $1 trillion in terms of the 
costs of war and the costs of veterans’ 
benefits and the costs of veterans’ 
health care. They did not pay for that. 

They don’t talk about the Medicare 
privatization bill, the giveaway to the 
drug companies and the insurance com-
panies and how they did that and didn’t 
pay for that. 

It is only unemployment. It is only 
unemployed workers. Now they get 
some fiscal religion. All of a sudden 
they are for a balanced budget. They 
are not for a balanced budget in paying 
for the war, not for a balanced budget 
in paying for tax cuts for the rich, not 
for a balanced budget when they are 
shoveling subsidies to the insurance 
companies and drug companies, but all 
of a sudden it is unemployed workers, 
people who are struggling, people who 
have paid into this insurance fund, peo-
ple who send out—listen to them in 
your State in Hanover or in Mansfield, 
OH, listen to people say how they are 
sending out 10 and 20 and 30 and 50 
résumés a week to try to find jobs and 
they still can’t find them. We are going 
to penalize them and say we are not 
going to pay for it, but they will not on 
the cost of war or the cost of veterans’ 
benefits or the cost of tax cuts for the 
rich and the cost of the giveaways to 
the drug and insurance companies. 

Let me close with this. As we were 
home the last 2 weeks—most of us were 
back in our States. Some were else-
where. We talked to people more, but 
we also get letters when we get back. 
We see the kinds of letters that I am 
getting all the time from people at 
home. Let me read two of these letters. 
James from Franklin County, OH— 
that is the middle of the State where 
Columbus is, the State capital. 

At this point in my life my future is uncer-
tain. I have been unemployed for almost a 

year. Along with my other former co-work-
ers from the optical lab, we continue to look 
for jobs. 

I am an American to the bone. I have 
worked nearly every day of my life. I am now 
55 years old. 

Like many thousands of fellow Ohioans, 
our current unemployment benefits are 
about to expire. 

I can make it financially with two or three 
part-time jobs to make sure I can pay for my 
daughter’s nursing school. I will live in my 
car if I lose my apartment, but I will make 
sure my daughter continues her education. 
Please help the hard-working people of Ohio. 

‘‘I will live in my car if I lose my 
apartment, but I will make sure my 
daughter continues her education.’’ 
How can you say those people do not 
matter as much as giving tax cuts to 
the rich? How can anybody in this in-
stitution stand and with a good con-
science and a straight face say that 
James from Franklin County is not 
doing everything right in order to pro-
vide for his family and for the future? 

Do not blame James for this budget 
deficit that this crowd in this body 
voted for; the war, unpaid for; the tax 
cuts, unpaid for; the drug company 
subsidies, unpaid for; that James is not 
trying to do the right thing to provide 
for the future for his daughter to get 
her through nursing school. 

Derek from Cuyahoga County, the 
State’s largest county on Lake Erie, 
the Cleveland area, writes: 

I have just exhausted my unemployment 
benefits. I have been sending resumes like 
crazy, but there is just no work in this part 
of Northeastern Ohio. Pretty soon I won’t be 
able to afford my bills—or anything for that 
matter. I’m 26 years old, don’t have health 
insurance, and need help while I look for a 
job. We bailed out large corporations when 
they were in a financial jam. Why can’t we 
help the American people who are in their 
own financial struggle? 

Unemployment benefits do not make 
you comfortable. They do not make 
you rich. They are not what you plan 
for in the future. They are not some-
thing anybody wants to live on for very 
long. But they help people while they 
are trying to find a job. Unemployment 
insurance gives people that helping 
hand. It may be another week, it may 
be another month or 3 months. At least 
four of my colleagues today voted to 
extend unemployment for a month. It 
should have been longer. I wish we 
could do better. I wish we could get 
some Republican votes to do this right 
and to help get us on the track so peo-
ple can plan better in their lives and 
can continue to go out and try to get 
jobs. That is what we need to do. It is 
what this economy needs. 

I urge my colleagues to do the right 
thing this week with the unemploy-
ment extension and to do the right 
thing with the jobs bill to begin to put 
more people in this country back to 
work. 

I yield the floor and I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll. 
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